


Held in over 500 institutions across the globe,
Eighteenth Century Collections Online is now
recognized by researchers worldwide as the
essential research and teaching tool for 18th
century studies.

Based upon the English Short Title Catalogue bibliography and printed
works in Gale's The Eighteenth Century microfilm collection, ECCO
offers students and researchers an unprecedented opportunity: 24/7
access to the most comprehensive online library of book titles printed
in the United Kingdom in the 18th century. 

The collection contains every significant English-language and
foreign-language title printed in the United Kingdom between the
years 1701 and 1800 – 135,000 printed works comprising more than
26 million scanned facsimile pages. While the majority of works in
ECCO are in the English language, researchers will also discover a
rich vein of works printed in Dutch, French, German, Italian, Latin,
Spanish and Welsh.

Full-text searching across all 26 million pages enables users to
explore a vast range of books and directories, Bibles, sheet music,
sermons, advertisements, and works by both celebrated and
lesser-known authors. Researchers will also find rare works from
women writers of the 18th Century, collections on the French
Revolution, and numerous editions of the works of Shakespeare. 

Multiple editions of an individual work now allow researchers to
make textual comparisons between editions essential for their
research. With hard-to-find material in every discipline this collection
provides the kind of multi-disciplinary research opportunities that
have been unavailable until now. The material has been organised 
and arranged into seven subject areas, streamlining the research
experience for teachers and students alike:

■ History and Geography (16% of the collection)
– coverage of topics includes ancient and contemporary 
history, military history, local history and topography

■ Social Science (6%) – coverage of political events, social
reform and affairs of business, economic and finance

■ Fine Arts, Music, Art & Architecture (7%) – content
includes treatises on music, painting, theatre and architecture
and catalogues relating to vocal and instrumental music

■ Medicine, Science and Technology (10%) – includes works
and treatises on the treatment of diseases and conditions

■ Literature and Language (28%) – contains the works
of celebrated eighteenth-century essayists, novelists, poets
and playwrights as well as Shakespeare’s plays, poems and
collected works

■ Religion and Philosophy (24%) – content includes
sermons, Bibles, Prayer books, moral and ethical
debates and prescriptions for proper conduct

■ Law (6%) – coverage of topics include Acts, criminal 
and international law, and appellants’ cases 

■ General Reference (3%) – consisting largely of 
ephemera including almanacs and catalogues

ECCO
Eighteenth
Century
Collections Online
The Essential Collection for Eighteenth-Century Studies

To be able to use ECCO now in our universities, at the Sorbonne or the 
Bibliothèque Nationale de France, represents an undreamt-of advantage; 
it saves time and money, and we can consult the information we need, 
at our own convenience. People working not only on Britain, but also 
on publications concerning other European countries – Spain, France, 
Italy, Germany, the Netherlands, and so on – can find here all they need. 
ECCO is based on a multi-disciplinary approach, with loads of texts, 
maps, plates, illustrations of all kinds. And now, ECCO 2 is enlarging 
the field of potential research with 
thousands of new entries.

Professor Suzy Halimi
Sorbonne Nouvelle, University Paris 3
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To have or not to have ECCO is an existential
question for any serious student, researcher, or
teacher of the eighteenth century. The [archive]
provides access, at the click of a mouse, to the
holdings of the very best research libraries in the
world. In teaching, it enables professors to use, 
and students to do independent research on, an
exhilarating range of primary documents. As for
research, ECCO is simply becoming a sine qua 
non for scholarship that breaks new ground.

Professor Lukas Erne, University of Geneva

ECCO in brief:
■ Full citation records for each title from the English Short

Title Catalogue

■ Persistent URLs for every page of the collection facilitate
inclusion in course packs and bookmarking

■ Fuzzy Searching – allows users to widen results and search
for words with variant spellings 

■ Counter compliant usage statistics 

■ MARC Records available – sourced from the English Short
Title Catalogue

Search Summary:
■ Basic Search: keyword, full-text, author, title

■ Advanced Search including keyword, full-text, author and title

■ Search this work – from within a specific title

■ Browse Authors

■ Browse Works

Also appearing in this collection are all the 
editions of major 18th century authors including 
■ Joseph Addison – ‘Rosamond.  An opera.  Inscrib'd to her Grace, 

the Dutchess of Marlborough.’

■ Jeremy Bentham – ‘Panopticon: or, the inspection-house.
Series of letters, 1787’

■ James Boswell – ‘The witticisms, anecdotes, jests, and sayings,of 
Dr. Samuel Johnson, during the whole course of his life’,2nd edition

■ Edmund Burke – ‘A philosophical enquiry into the origin
of our ideas of the sublime and beautiful’

■ Robert Burns – ‘Alloway kirk; or Tam o'Shanter. A tale.’

■ William Congreve – ‘Love for Love, A comedy’, 4th edition

■ Daniel Defoe – ‘The life and adventures of Robinson Crusoe.
In two volumes.’

■ Henry Fielding – ‘The history of Tom Jones, a foundling’

■ David Garrick – ‘The clandestine marriage, a comedy’

■ Edward Gibbon – ‘The history of the decline and fall of the
Roman Empire’

■ David Hume – ‘Dialogues concerning natural religion’

■ Samuel Johnson – ‘A dictionary of the English language’ 

■ Thomas Paine – ‘Rights of man. Part the second. Combining 
principle and practice.’

■ Alexander Pope – ‘Eloisa to Abelard’

■ Joshua Reynolds – ‘A discourse, delivered to the students of the
Royal Academy, on the distribution of the prizes.

■ Samuel Richardson – ‘Clarissa, or, the history of a young lady,
in eight volumes’

■ Richard Brinsley Sheridan – ‘Cupid triumphant.  Sung by Mr.
Sheridan, at the Salisbury Theatre’

■ Adam Smith – ‘The theory of moral sentiments’, 8th edition

■ Tobias Smollett – ‘The adventures of Peregrine Pickle’, 
Cooke's edition

■ Laurence Sterne – ‘The life and opinions of Tristram 
Shandy, gentleman’

■ Johnathan Swift – ‘Gulliver's travels’
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NEW IN 2009 – ECCO 2 

Eighteenth Century Collections Online: Part 2:
New Editions – extends the reach of ECCO to
materials filmed from 2003 onwards.

The scope to create an additional collection arose as a result of 
the English Short Title Catalogue uncovering valuable new material
and the development of new scanning technology digitising works
too fragile to be handled previously. The combined collections now
contain over 180,000 titles (200,000 volumes).

The titles cover the same subject areas as the original collection,
with a special emphasis on Literature, Social Science and Religion
titles. Women’s writing is well represented with more than 900
new works and editions by over 400 women authors from the
famous – notably Mary Wollstonecraft and Elizabeth Inchbald 
– to the less well-known. As in ECCO, the majority of titles are 
in English however researchers will also find material in French,
German, Latin, Ancient Greek, Italian, and Welsh.

ECCO 2 is available for purchase to all existing ECCO customers 
and will be released complete in 2009. The collection contains
nearly 50,000 titles with close to 7 million pages from the library
holdings of institutions including the British Library, Bodleian,
Cambridge University, the National Library of Scotland, Library of
Congress, National Library of Ireland, and the University of Texas. 

MARC records enhancements, including Library of Congress
subject headings and full titles, will be released mid – 2009.

Modern and enhanced user interface

The new ECCO features a powerful new user interface with
increased functionality.

■ Ability to save marked items, user-entered notes and 
searches across sessions

■ View  “Keyword in Context” from results list

■ New Research Guide section for students containing 
numerous contextual essays, list of key documents by 
subject area, chronology, and image gallery 

■ List of the most popular search terms in ECCO

■ Download up to 250 pages 

■ Citation generator and bibliographic citation 
export functionality

ECCO/EEBO cross-searchability

As part of a newly developed interface, institutions with access to
both ECCO and Early English Books Online (EEBO) from ProQuest 
will now be able to cross-search both collections. Users can extend
their searches across centuries' of publications from the first book
published in English through to the folios of Shakespeare and the
classics of Defoe. 

The new user interface and ECCO/EEBO cross searchability is also
available to ECCO I customers. If you are an ECCO I customer and
would like to migrate to the new user interface email
emea.globaltech@cengage.com. 

Home Page

Advanced Search Page



Rare and unique content in ECCO 2 

The ESTC has uncovered a number of new works

and editions by the 18th century’s foremost

writers and thinkers, adding significantly 

to every subject area:

Fine Arts – more than 1,700 titles added with works by Joseph
Addison, William Congreve, David Garrick, Carlo Goldoni,
John Milton, Molière and Voltaire

General Reference – more than 900 titles added including
works by Alexander Dalrymple and Jonathan Swift

History and Geography – more than 2400 titles added
including works by Beaumarchais, Captain James Cook, 
Edward Gibbon, and the first edition of Oliver Goldsmith’s ‘
The Grecian history, from the earliest state, to the death of
Alexander the Great’ 

Law – more than 3,500 titles added with over 300 relating to 
the reporting of trials. Works include those written by Sir William
Blackstone, Giles Jacob, and Cesare Beccaria. Scholars  will also
discover the second Dublin printing in 1793 of the ‘Genuine account 
of the life and trial of Eugene Aram… convicted at York Assizes’. 

Literature – more than 8,600 titles added including: William
Blake’s 'Poetical sketches’ from 1783; Giovanni Boccaccio ‘Il
Decamerone’ from 1757; 96 new editions of Shakespeare and
a unique edition of Allan Ramsay’s ‘Above nine hundred Scots
proverbs’ (Glasgow, 1781).  

Science, Technology and Medicine – more than 2,900 titles
added including works by Joseph Black, Georges Louis Leclerc,
Comte de Buffon, and Benjamin Franklin’s ‘New experiments
and observations on electricity, 3rd edition

Religion and Philosophy – more than 12,000 titles added
including works by, James Fordyce, Edmund Gibson, David Hume,
Thomas Paine and Emanuel Swedenborg. New in ECCO 2, and the
only copy in all of ECCO – ‘Petit Code de la raison humaine’, most
likely printed in Paris, and dedicated to Benjamin Franklin – from
the Library of Congress. 

Social Sciences titles – more than 14,000 titles added
including works by Jeremy Bentham, George Berkeley, Edmund
Burke, William Godwin, and Oliver Goldsmith. More than 150 
new titles have been added with ‘slavery’ in the title of the work.

ECCO 2 is available exclusively to institutions that have
purchased ECCO I. For the full title list and a selection
of some of the titles available by subject area visit:
www.galeuk.com/trials/ecco

Document view of Samuel Johnson's The Lives of the Most
Eminent English Poets 

Document view of a new ECCO 2 title on slavery 



Together, ECCO I and 2 represent the largest and
most comprehensive online historical archive of
the eighteenth century and are definitive research
collections for eighteenth-century studies.
The additional content offered by ECCO 2 will be
welcomed by 18th century researchers everywhere.

For further information or to request a trial
please contact:

Cengage Learning, Cheriton House
North Way, Andover
Hampshire SP10 5BE, UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1264 332 424
Fax: +44 (0) 800 066 4750
Email: emea.enquiries@cengage.com
www.cengage.co.uk
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Page 1; James Gillray: A March to the Bank. Published by S.W. Fores,
1787. Hand-coloured etching. British Museum, London.

Page 1 & 2; James Gillray: Making-Decent; – ie Broad-bottomites
getting into the Grand Costume. Published by H. Humphrey, 1806.
Hand-coloured etching. British Museum, London.

Pages 1, 3 & 4; James Gillray: A Dilettanti-Theatricals. Published by 
H. Humphrey, 1803. Hand-coloured etching. British Museum, London.

Pages 1 & 3; R. Cruikshank or George Crikshank: Manchester Heroes.
Published by S.W. Fores, 1819. Hand-coloured etching. British
Museum, London.

Pages 1 & 4; James Gillray: Cincinnatus in Retirement. Published 
by Elizabeth D'Archery, 1782. Hand-coloured etching. British 
Museum, London.

Pages 1 & 5; James Gillray: A new way to pay the National-Debt.
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British Museum, London.
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