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The UK numbers  
Almost 2 million people in the UK are living with sight loss  

(Access Economics, 2009).  

In 2008, 218,000 people in the UK were living with severe 

sight loss or blindness   

The number of people living with sight loss is increasing  

(Access Economics, 2009). 

The number of people living with a sight threatening eye 

condition is predicted to increase over the next decade 

(Minassian and Reidy, 2009). 

Access Economics (2009), “Future sight loss UK (1): The economic impact of 
partial sight and blindness in the UK adult population”, RNIB.  
 
Future sight loss UK (2): An epidemiological and economic model for sight loss in 
the decade 2010-2020. Executive summary. Report prepared for RNIB 
by Darwin Minassian and Angela Reidy EpiVision.June 2009 
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Projections 
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Visual Impairment and Universities 

World: 285 million people are estimated to be visually 
impaired worldwide: 39 million are blind and 246 have low 
vision. 
 
UK: There are reckoned to be at least 34,000 students in UK 
universities with some kind of visual impairment; Of these 
30,000 are print impaired eg dyslexia; 
 
USA: Visual disability in 2014. 
    Total: 665,200 (2.2%) 
        Girls: 316,700 (2.2%) 
        Boys: 347,800 (2.3%) 
 
Erickson, W., Lee, C., von Schrader, S. (2016). Disability Statistics from the 2014 American 
Community Survey (ACS). Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Employment and Disability Institute (EDI). 
Retrieved November 11, 2016, from www.disabilitystatistics.org. 

 CIBER Research/ UCL 



Policy Framework UK   
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• The UK Equality Act 2010 protects people with disabilities from discrimination and creates a legal obligation 
for others to make reasonable adjustments for people with disabilities including ensuring that information 
is provided in an accessible format.  
• The Copyright and Rights in Performances (Disability) Regulations 2014 provides two different copyright 
 exceptions, with slightly different conditions: 

•  A single copy for personal use;  
• Multiple copies by authorised bodies for the personal use of people with disabilities  

• Accessible Publishing Best Practice Guidelines for Publishers. WIPO.  
 http://www.accessiblebooksconsortium.org/inclusive_publishing/en/accessible_best_practice_guidelines_for_publishers.html 

• The “Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually 
 Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled” now forms part of the body of international copyright treaties  
 administered by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). 
• ONIX for Books codelist 196 metadata. 
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Born accessible  

Born Digital  

Made Accessible   

Formats 
Daisy 
HTML 
PDF 
Epub3  
etc 
 

Devices  
PCs 
Ereaders 
Tablets 
Mobile 
Braille reader  

Software 
Text to speech 
Reading Apps 
Text to Braille 
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http://publisherlookup.org.uk/ 
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The RNIB look up 
service.  
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Sensus Access 
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Evaluating accessibility of Ebook Sites 

• Range of formats 
• HTML; PDF online; PDF download;  EPUB3 

• Appearance 
• Text size/Text reflow/Left alignment/Font style/Font colours/Background 

colour/Colour contrast 

• Navigation 
• Table of Contents hyperlinks/Skip links/Tab order/Unique link names/Search and 

tolerance 

• Text-to-speech / screen reader 
• Access/Control 

• Printing/Copy and paste/Download book 

• Images & Animation 
• Image labels/Icon labelling/Animations stoppable? 
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